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This document relates to the code of conduct for Olton and West Warwickshire Hockey club and is designed to assist all involved with the club (players, officials and parents) to adopt best practice.

The overriding purpose of the code of conduct is to secure a safe and enjoyable sporting experience and to ensure the reputation of the Hockey club is excellent.
Code of conduct for club members and PLAyers
Olton and West Warwickshire Hockey club is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the well being of all its members. The club believes that it is important that members, coaches, administrators and parents associated with the club should, at all times, show respect and understanding for the safety and welfare of others. Therefore, members are encouraged to be open at all times and to share any concerns or complaints that they may have about any aspect of the club with their captain, coach, manager or welfare officer.
As a member of Olton you are expected to abide by the following club rules:

· All members must play within the rules and respect opponents, officials and their decisions.

· Members should keep to agreed timings for training and competitions or inform their coach or team manager if they are going to be late.

· Members must wear suitable kit – for training and match sessions, as agreed with the coach/team manager. For safety reasons members wearing any unsuitable clothing will not be allowed to participate. This includes; jewellery, ear or other piercings should be taped. Members should not wear peaked hats.

For your own protection- we strongly recommend all players wear gum shield and shin pads
· Members must pay any fees for training or events promptly.

· Junior members are not allowed to smoke or consume alcohol on club premises or whilst representing the club at competitions.

· Members are not allowed to consume drugs of any kind on the club premises or whilst representing the club.

· Procedure at start of training session for junior members:

1. Make themselves known to their team manager for registration

2. Collect a stick and ball as needed. (one between two)

3. Team up with another player find a space on the pitch and start pushing or hitting a ball between you safely and with regard to others on the pitch, until the coach takes them into the session.

· Safety: – no climbing fences, no throwing sticks or balls around. For safety, poor behaviour is not tolerated.

· Junior members must not leave area without coach permission and/or without supervision.

· Throughout the training session players should listen to the coach or coaches, follow their instructions and show them respect. 

Code of conduct For club officials,COaches and volunteers

The essence of good ethical conduct and practice is summarised below. All volunteers must:

· Consider the well being and safety of participants before the development of performance.

· Develop an appropriate working relationship with performers, based on mutual trust and respect.

· Make sure all activities are appropriate to the age, ability and experience of those taking part

· Promote the positive aspects of the sport (e.g. fair play)

· Display consistently high standards of behaviour and appearance

· Follow all guidelines laid down by the national governing body and the club

· Hold or be working toward the appropriate, valid qualifications

· Hold the appropriate insurance cover

· Never exert undue influence over performers to obtain personal benefit or reward

· Never condone rule violations, rough play or the use of prohibitive substances

· Encourage performers to value their performances and not just results.

Code of Conduct FOR Parents/ guardians 

· Encourage your child to learn the rules and play within them.

· Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials.

· Help your child to recognise good performance, not just results.

· Never force your child to take part in sport.

· Set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding the good performances of all.

· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.

· Publicly accept officials’ judgements.

· Support your child’s involvement and help them to enjoy their sport.

· Use correct and proper language at all times.

· Inform Olton of any important medical information that our coaches should be aware of. This will normally be done via the medical form that is completed with the membership form. However if your child’s health changes during the season please tell us
Note: OLTON play fixtures at home and away against a variety of clubs across the country. When travel is required there may be situations where safety or logistics do not allow your child(ren) to be with more than one leader. Olton will always try to minimise these situations both to maximise the safety of your child(ren) and also protect its leaders from false accusations of improper behaviour. 
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